[Assessment of air pollution health effects on respiratory organs].
During the past three decades, industrial expansion in Japan has been remarkable, resulting in a numerous number of chemical substances got synthesized. Unfortunately, our living environment has concomitantly been polluted with such substances released through industrial activities and our daily lives, and health injuries have occasionally occurred in the human population. Although the critical conditions in the 1960s were overcome by the countermeasures we took, the potential for environmental pollution still remains. In the present social and economical situation, the management of environmental pollutants should be decided depending upon more quantitative and predictive evaluation of their health effects. In this paper the author tries to evaluate the relation of air pollution to chronic bronchitis, bronchial asthma and pulmonary cancer from a quantitative point of view.